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KECENT EXCAVATIONS IN KOME. 
I. 

During the winter, excavations were undertaken, with satisfactory re- 
sults, on the Palatine hill, the cradle of Rome and afterwards the favorite 
residence of the Caesars. They were commenced and are being continued 
on the slope of the hill opposite the Velabrum, between the churches of S. 
Maria Liberatrice and San Teodoro. 

On this hill, more than eight centuries before Christ, some Latin shep- 
herds from the Alban mounts founded a rude village, a record of which 
has been preserved in the legend of Evander entertaining Aeneas and 
showing him the other villages on the neighboring heights. The village 
of these Latin settlers was afterwards transformed into a fortified city by a 
bold shepherd afterwards named Romulus, and, on the submission of the 
neighboring inhabited centres, formed the city of Rome : on this hill the 
primitive enceinte of the city, called from its form Roma quadrata, was 
long preserved. 

Students of the topography of the city know that the enceinte of Roma 
quadrata on the Palatine can be established, from a well-known passage 
of Tacitus describing the pomerium, from the configuration of the hill, 
and from the few remains of the primitive walls. The four sides were 
approximately oriented according to the Etruscan rite : the north faced 
the Velabrum, the east the Forum Romanum, the south the Coelian, and 
the west the Vallis Murda. Each of these sides had a gate corresponding 
to the four points noted by Tacitus (Ara Consi, Curiae veteres, Sacellum 
Larum, Forum Romanum), and the sites may be recognized in the natural 
accesses to the mount and in certain openings preserved afterwards as 
entrances to the Imperial palace. The names of only two out of the four 
gates are known, the Mugonia, and the Romana : we will name the others 
conventionally from the neighboring monuments. In the 1st (N.) side 
was the Porta Romana; in the 2nd, the Mugonia; in the 3rd, that of the 
Septizonium ; and in the 4th, that of the Lupercale. 

I shall speak particularly of the porta Romana and the neighboring 
localities where the above-mentioned discoveries have taken place. The 
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position of this gate is established by archaeologists as on the N., just 
above the church of S. Maria Liberatrice. Varro says (De L. L. vi, 24), 
" Hoc sacrificium fit in Velabro, qua in novam viam exitur, . . non longe 
a porta romana." From it led the nova via, according to the same writer 
(De L. L. V, 164), " porta romana ab Roma dicta quae habet gradus in 
nova via." As the nova via started in the Velabrum, and, hugging the 
east side towards the Forum, led to the porta Mugonia, the porta Romana 
should be placed on the N., and, as on this side, just above S. Maria Lib- 
eratrice, there exists an ancient entrance to the Imperial palace, this is 
probably its identical site. 

The discoveries of three years ago, when the House of the Vestals came 
to light, confirmed this theory. A portion was then found of the nova via 
which divided the locusVestae from the part of the Imperial palace added 
by Caligula, and to it led the rapid incline mentioned in Varro as descend- 
ing from the porta Romana. A new proof of this position is found in Prof 
Lanciani's studies on the temple of Victory, which gave its name to the 
Clivo delta Vittoria : he found in Bianchini's work that this temple arose 
over S. Maria Liberatrice. The late excavations have laid bare other 
remains of the primitive enceinte of Romulus along the northern side 
opposite the Velabrum, and they follow exactly a line that joins on to the 
opening of the imperial period above S. Maria Liberatrice. These re- 
mains are always of the same construction as those already known, i. e., 
large square masses of tufa uniti a eontrasto. Here then arose that gate 
whose origin is anterior to Romulus himself, and which, according to 
Guidi's learned researches, belonged to the primitive Alban village and 
took its name from the river Rumon towards which it led, and which also 
gave a name to the city itself. 

This being settled, it follows that the ancient road, at the bottom of 
which the gate opens, is the Clivm Vietariae, one of the oldest streets of 
the Palatine, represented in the Severian plan of the city : for Festus says 
that the Porta Romana rose " in infimo clivo Victoriae." The excava- 
tions, near this slope, uncovered the polygonal pavement of an ancient 
road which led down from the gate towards the Velabrum, passing behind 
the round church of San Teodoro. This cannot be the continuation of the 
Clivus Victoriae itself, as it would be in contradiction with the ancient 
texts and the topography: consequently, the Clivo della Vittoria was a 
street in the interior of Roma quadrata which led up to and ended at the 
Porta Romana. The road just now discovered is that which led from the 
Velabrum to the Porta Romana. Some archseologists have considered it 
to be part of the nova via, but this is impossible for various reasons : (1) 
it was only connected by Oeps with the Porta Romana (see Varro), and 
entered the city by the Mugonian gate ; (2) the nmia via was joined to the 
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via sacra by a descending flight of steps,' which was first recognized by 
myself in the new fragment of the Capitoline plan discovered in 1882. 
Consequently, under the N. point of the Palatine, three levels must be 
distinguished, indicated by three roads : in the lower, the via sacra, pass- 
ing by the temple of Vesta ; in the 2nd, the nova via, found three years 
ago; in the 3rd, the Clivo delta Vittoria, ending at the Porta Komana, 
before which, on the left (facing the gate), the staircase descended to the 
nova via, and on the right, by a gentle incline, the road now found led 
towards the Velabrum. The recognition of this topographical arrange- 
ment is made necessary also by the very position of the Locus Vestae. 

These points being determined, I will return to the newly-discovered 
road, leading to the Porta Eomana, which might well be called " Clivus 
portae Eomanae." Its antiquity is proved by the discovery under it of a 
cloaca which follows its entire length. It is excavated in the tufa, its 
section is 1. by 1.70 met., and it has a vault composed of five square blocks, 
also of tufa, arranged in layers : this method of construction points to a 
very remote period, and is met with, for example, in the Mamertine pris- 
ons. In the sides of the gallery, which has already been cleared out to a 
length of 60 metres, there open up, at regular intervals, side-openings 
serving as outlets to minor passages, and all the waters were then drained 
off into the cloaca maxima, which passes, at a short distance, in the Vela- 
brum. It appears to me that this gallery under the road of the Porta 
Romana should be referred to an extremely early date, and that it is, con- 
sequently, of especial importance for the study of the ancient hydraulic 
constructions, and the system of drainage, of primitive Rome. 

Along the road there appeared many ruins, and others, already partly 
visible but filled with earth, were more uncovered. Among the latter 
were some piers formed of masses of tufa covered afterwards with brick 
walls, in which the authors of the Guida del Pakdino proposed to recog- 
nize the porticus Catuli, an important monument of the vii cent, of Rome, 
commemorating the wars with the Cimbri. Now that these ruins can be 
better examined, it does not seem to me that these piers could have be- 
longed to a portico, (1) because it is now seen that they back on to the 
natural rock and could not serve as a passage to any building ; and (2) 
because they are so close to the newly-discovered road, that no space is 
left for a house to which the portico could belong. Bearing in mind that 
the N. wall of Roma quadrata passed just by the line of piers, and that the 
latter are oi a construction identical with that of the walls of Romulus, 

'Ovid, in describing the matron descending toward the temple of Vesta, says, 
" qua nova romano nunc via juncta foro est, hue pede matronam vidi descendere 
nudo : obstupui, tacitus sustinuique gradum (Fast.)." 
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and join on to them, I put forward the conjecture that these piers may be 
the remains of the towers or buttresses which defended this part of the 
enceinte, all the more that this position is close to the gate. This I pro- 
pose more as a suggestion, as it could not be satisfactorily proved except 
on the spot and with exact drawings at command. The ruins themselves 
were entirely transformed in Imperial times by being surrounded with 
brick-work, and by the use of the spaces between the piers for taverns, 
etc. If my conjecture should prove correct, then we would expect a sim- 
ilar set of buttresses near the other gates, and we should become acquainted 
with a hitherto unknown detail of the most ancient fortification of primi- 
tive Rome. 

As for the portico of Catulus, adorned with the spoils of the Cimbri 
conquered by him and Marius at the battle of Vercelli, it is highly prob- 
able, as Visconti and Lanciani have pointed out, that it was in this neigh- 
borhood, where is also to be placed the house of Cicero, which, the great 
orator himself tells us, was near this triumphal portico, " vix pars aedium 
mearum decima ad Catuli porticum accessit " (Pro Domo, 44) : this accords 
with these other words of his, "in conspectu totius urbis domus est mea" 
(ibid. 47). In fact, the N. declivity of the Palatine overlooks the Vela- 
brum and the Forum, and is opposite the Capitol. This being the opinion 
of archaeologists, it gave rise, at the commencement of the recent excava- 
tions, to the rumor that the house of the prince of Eoman orators had 
actually been found, and strangers were shown as such a large dwelling- 
house recently discovered along the road on the left, going towards the 
Porta Romana. But this denomination is quite without foundation, as 
the construction of the house in question shows it to belong to the ii or m 
century of our era. It consists of a number of chambers of brick-work 
with pavements in opera spicata and black and white mosaic ; and in one 
of the rooms were found two bronze statuettes representing the two Mith- 
raic genii that symbolize the two equinoxes. This house, quite indepen- 
dent of the Imperial palace, should be regarded as one of the inmlae of 
the X Region of Augustus. 

Some other discoveries were also made during the excavations on the 
diva: on the right, under the substructures of the Orti Famesiani, traces 
of an ancient house built on the natural tufa which is chiselled all around 
it ; on the left, many brick walls connecting with the large house above- 
mentioned, and also a large and thick wall of opm ineertum, a method of 
construction of the Republican period, preceding the opm retieulatum, and 
extremely rare in Rome. 

In conclusion, the excavations have confirmed the topography of the 
northern part of the Palatine relating to the Porta Romana and the primi- 
tive walls, and have brought to light a most ancient road communicating 
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between this gate and the Velabrum, drained by an early subterranean 
passage, and adorned later with noble edifices. 

II. 

Important excavations have taken place during last winter in the an- 
cient catacomb of San Sebastiano on the Via Appia. The history of this 
catacomb is of special interest, as the veneration for it has continued unin- 
terruptedly, even during the Middle Ages when all other cemeteries were 
abandoned and forgotten. Its origin goes back almost to apostolic times 
before the existence of the greater part of the Christian catacombs : and 
according to an early tradition the bodies of the apostles Paul and Peter 
were hidden here shortly after their martyrdom. This is asserted by a 
hymn of Damasus (iv cent.) which was to be seen in the crypts, by 
a letter of Gregory the Great, by the itineraries, martyrologies, etc. 
Around the crypt in which these bodies are said to have had a tempor- 
ary resting-place were grouped many tombs of the faithful ; and, when 
St. Sebastian was martyred under Diocletian, his remains were buried 
here " apud vestigia apostolorum." His tomb was transformed into a 
sumptuous basilica, and around it were grouped many sepulchral cells 
and mausolea, of which some picturesque ruins still remain. To it was 
given the name apud aecubitoria, or sepulehra ehristianorum, and by a 
hybrid formation eatatumbas, in cataeumbis and eatacumbcB : this was the 
origin of a term that came to be applied to all ancient Christian ceme- 
teries. Though these small catacombs of San Sebastiano always remained 
distinct from the great neighboring ones of Callixtus and Praetextatus, 
when the latter were abandoned in the early Middle Ages, all the vener- 
ation of tlie faithful was concentrated on the grottos of St. Sebastian which, 
through proximity to the basilica, remained accessible, and by a singular 
misnomer became known through the Middle Ages as the cemetery of 
Callixtus. Only thirty years ago was this delusion dispelled by the dis- 
covery of the real catacombs of Callixtus. 

Last winter Comm. de Rossi in the name of the Commission of sacred 
archseology counselled the Ministry of public instruction, guardian of the 
basilica and crypt of S. Sebastiano, to undertake there some regular exca- 
vations. These were commenced on the first floor of the hypogeum at a 
point where the opening of a lueemario was already visible among the 
ruins. Under this, three large chapels were brought to light excavated 
in the tufa with the usual loculi and arcosolia in the walls, on which there 
also remained the inscriptions placed there by the early Christians. On 
one of the arcosolia is a marble slab on which is engraved a dove holding 
the olive branch between two monograms of Christ, a symbol of the soul 
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at peace in heaven. The largest of the crypts probably contained the 
tomb of a martyr, as near the end-wall was found a colonnette of the 
form of those which are known to be used for the placing of lamps kept 
burning in honor of a saint's tomb. Under the pavement of this chapel 
there came to light several tombs made there when the walls were already 
full of bodies. In one of these was found a real archaeological curiosity : 
it is a tile used in the construction of the tomb, on which a Latin inscrip- 
tion was traced when the clay was still fresh. It records the ordering from 
Julius, by one Benevento, of four hundred tiles to be taken to a certain 
place : benevento tegvlas indixit ivlio no. cccc vt defeeantvk 
AD POE NEAPO (the latter abbreviation being doubtless meant for ad 
portum Neapolitanwn) : that is, to a depository of terracottas of this name, 
which must have been, like so many others already known, along the 
banks of the Tiber. 

After the uncovering of these crypts and a few neighboring ambulacra, 
the work was concentrated on a point, but slightly distant from this story, 
where had been already seen traces of a staircase descending towards a 
story below. This staircase is broad and grandiose, its steps cut in the 
tufa being covered with stone : it was one of those state-staircases, built in 
the centuries of peace for the use of pilgrims, leading to the tomb of some 
illustrious martyr. This conjecture was strengthened by the fact that at 
the head of the stairs were the ruins of a building, doubtless an ancient ora- 
tory ; and it is known that a basilica or an oratory was always placed at 
the opening of these main entrances. Up to the present time the bottom 
of the long staircase has not been reached, so that the results of the exca- 
vations will not appear until their renewal during next winter. In the 
mean time, it may be noted that, besides St. Sebastian whose tomb was 
turned into the basilica, a number of martyrs whose names are recorded 
in the early itineraries were entombed here. Among these the first rank 
was taken by bishop St. Quirinus and St. Eutochius, celebrated by Pope 
Damasus in a beautiful hymn preserved in situ. 

Half-way down the above-mentioned stairway there was found, on the 
right, a side gallery : on the removal of the earth which filled it up to 
the vault, the excavators had the pleasant and rare surprise of finding an 
ambulaerufla almost intact, with its tombs still closed by tiles and marble 
slabs. The destroyers of the Middle Ages and of more recent days, who 
violated almost all the tombs in the Christian cemeteries, had not reached 
this angle of the hypogeum,and we find it as it was left by the ancient 
fossores. The discovery of this rare model of a well-preserved gallery was 
immediately announced in the public press, and, as some of these tombs 
were still adorned with the glass vase which is sometimes a sign of martyr- 
dom, it was rumored that at San Sebastiano there had been found a sub- 
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terranean gallery full of tombs of martyrs, and that the ecclesiastical 
authorities would provide for their veneration. All this, however, is en- 
tirely fanciful, as there is not the slightest proof that the tombs discovered 
belonged to confessors of the faith, and consequently ecclesiastical author- 
ity has not intervened. On the contrary, there is every indication that 
this gallery is a work of the period of the Peace of the Church, as the 
monogram of Christ, which came into especial use after the peace, is here 
of frequent occurrence. As for the glass vases fastened with plaster in the 
openings of the loculi, it is now demonstrated that, though under special 
circumstances and whenever there are evident traces of blood they should 
be considered signs of martyrdom, they are generally not so : it is believed, 
with great probability, that they are specimens of the glass cups from which 
the body was sprinkled with aromas and perfumes in the act of burial. 
Finally, the inscriptions which close the loculi in the walls possess the 
paleographic and stylistic characteristics of the iv cent. The following 
are the principal : (1) ivstinvs se bibv I fecit )? — (2) bincentia % \ in 
PACE (dove) — (3) )| qvE bixit anv I qvieiace in pace. 

The staircase from which this gallery leads was found to be encumbered 
with marble slabs thrown down from above, perhaps from the oratory at 
the head of the staircase. Among these is deserving of special notice a 
bust of the Saviour sculptured in relief in a sort of rectangular frame. 
This sculpture, though badly damaged, belongs to the well-known icono- 
graphic type with pointed beard and hair falling on the shoulders, and 
has the characteristics of a work of the iv century. The fact that it is an 
isolated bust makes it, for the century to which it belongs, a unique example. 
The conclusion to be drawn would apparently be that this work is a sculp- 
tured image made for public veneration : as is evident to all, this fact 
would be of capital importance for the history of Christian art and eccle- 
siastical discipline during the first centuries. 

Finally, I will mention that two inscriptions have come to light which 
belong to the tombs of the cemetery built in open air, and perhaps to 
those mausolea to whose ruins I have referred and which gave to the place 
the name of catacombs. Both have a consular date, one of Limenius and 
Catullinus, 340 a. d., the other that of the sixth consulate of Valentinian, 
445 A. D. 

The discovery of an historical crypt in the cemetery of Maximus, in 
which were buried S. Felicita and Silanus, one of her seven sons, has 
already been noticed on more than one page of this Journal (ii, pp. 93, 
354), and its fresco of the vii century representing her with her seven 
sons has been described. Their martyrdom took place under the emperor 
Marcus Aurelius in 162 A. d., as has been clearly proved, some time since. 
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by Comm. de Rossi.' A graphic account of it is given in a very early 
document, apparently translated from a contemporary Greek text, and is 
published in Ruinart's Acta? According to this account, the martyrs suf- 
fered in several places and by different judges, and would consequently 
have received burial in various localities. The earliest of the martyrolo- 
gies or calendaries, thePhiloealian Calendary, a document of the iv century, 
indicates the burial places of the martyrs, and these correspond with the 
groups of those who are said to have suffered. Thus Januarius was buried 
in the crypt of Praetextatus on the Via Appia ; Felix and Philip in the 
cemetery of Priscilla ; Alexander Vitalis and Martial in coemeterium Jor- 
danorum; Silanus in the subterranean chambers of Maximus on the Via 
Salaria, in which the recent discoveries have been made. The itineraries 
of pilgrims to the sacred places in Eome show that the tombs of these mar- 
tyrs were held in special veneration and visited by crowds from the time 
of the Peace of the Church up to the viii century. 

The oratory is rudely built of tufa and bricks, and must have been 
roofed, as no traces of vaults have been found. A staircase of equal width 
led down to the hall, which was divided into three aisles by two rows of 
marble columns. At the end was the fresco of Felicita and her seven 
sons being crowned by the Sayiour, in front of which rose the altar erected 
over the martyrs' tomb. The tomb is empty, as the relics were transported 
by Leo III (795-816) to the church of Santa Susanna, a feet which he com- 
memorated by a mosaic which was unfortunately destroyed by Card. Eus- 
ticucci in restoring the church in 1595. 

Among the inscriptions found in the crypt is one, bearing the consular 
date of the year 390, to the memory of a young woman named Constantia 
and Bonifatia, whom de Rossi* sagaciously conjectures to be sister of that 
Boniface who, thirty years later, became Pope and erected over the oratory 
a basilica in honor of Santa Felicita. To the left of the oratory was dis- 
covered a narrow staircase leading down to a small irregular room exca- 
vated in the tufa : on the right of it opens an archway on which are re- 
mains of paintings and nails for the hanging of lamps. Under the arch 
is a cavity which certainly served to contain water : to it there leads a 
long water conduit, and an aperture for letting out the water is also visi- 
ble. The only possible explanation is that this was a baptistery. 

Oeazio Maeucchi. 

EOMA, July 1885. 



'BtiU. di Arch. Crist., 1863, p. 29, sqq. 

' Kuinart, Acta sincera, Amsterdam edition, pp. 26-27. 

*Bidl. di Arch. Origt., 1884-85, No. IV, pp. 178-9. 



